
ORDINANCE NO. 74-34 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING AND L I C E N S I N G  TH E K EEPING O F  DOGS. 
PROVIDING FOR THE TAKING UP AND IlIPOUNDPTENT O F  DOGS AND 
OTHER ANIMALS. QUARATJTINING AND DESTRUCTIOPJ O F  DOGS I N  
CERTAIN CASES AND MAKING V I O L A T I O N S  A MISDEMEANOR PUNISH -  
ABLE BY E'Im NOT EXCEEDING $250.00 AND E S T A B L I S H I N G  AN 

BE I T  ORDAINED by the  Board of County Commissioners of Nassau 

County. 

Section 1. D E F I N I T I O N S :  

A s  used i n  t h i s  ordinance the following terms mean: 

OWNER: Any person, group of persons, o r  corporat ion owning 

keeping o r  harboring a dog or  dogs. 

KENNEL: Any person, group of persons, o r  corporations engaged 

i n  t h e  commercial business of breeding buying, s e l l i n g  or  boarding dogs. 

AT LARGE: Any dog s h a l l  be deemed t o  be a t  l a rge  when he 

i s  off  t h e  property of h i s  owner and no t  under con t ro l  of a competent 

person unless he  i s  a hunting dog under the  control  of t h i s  owner, 

However a hunting dog s h a l l  no t  be considered t o  be a t  l a rge  when he 

i s  found t o  be wi thin  an a r ea  designated as a hunting area.  

RESTRAINT:  A dog i s  under r e s t r a i n t  wi thin  the  meaning of 

t h i s  ordinance i f  he  i s  control led  by a leash,  a t  "heel" beside a com- 

petent  person and obedient t o  t h a t  person's commands, on or  within a 

vehic le  being driven o r  parked on t h e  s t r e e t s ,  o r  wi thin  t he  property 

l i m i t s  of i t s  owner o r  keeper,  o r  a hunting dog under the  con t ro l  of 

h i s  owner. However a hunting dog s h a l l  no t  be  considered t o  be a t  l a rge  

when he  i s  found t o  be wi thin  an area  designated a s  a hunting area ,  

SPAYED FEFIALE: Any b i t c h  which has been operated upon t o  

prevent conception. 

ANIMAL SHELTER:  Any premises designated by ac t ion  of the  County 

fo r  the  purpose of impounding and caring f o r  a l l  animals found running 

a t  l a rge  i n  v io l a t i on  of t h i s  ordinance. 

DESIGNATED HUNTING AREA: A designated hunting area s h a l l  be 

any a rea  outs ide  of a m q i c i p a l i t y ,  a recorded subdivision, o r  an 

unrecorded subdivision. 



NIMAL CONTROL AUTHORITY: The provisions of t h i s  ordinance 

s h a l l  be enforced by the  Animal.Contro1 Authority.  The Animal Control 

Authority s h a l l  cons i s t  of a t  l e a s t  seven members appoir 

County. Two County Commissioners, the  She r i f f ,  the  Health Off icer  ur 

the  County, and th ree  c i t i z e n s  a t  large .  

ANIMAL WARDEN: The person o r  persons employed by the  County 

o r  Animal Control Authority a s  i t s  enforcement o f f i c e r ( s ) .  
I 

EXPOSED TO RABIES: A dog has been exposed to  rabies 

within  t he  meaning of t h i s  ordinance i f  it has been b i t t e n  by, o r  1 

exposed t o ,  any animal known t o  have been in fec ted  with rab ies .  

Section 2. ENFORCEMENT: 

The provisions of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be  enforced by the  Warden 

o r  Animal Control Authority of the  County of Nassau.upon complaints by 
c i t i zens .  

Section 3 .  LICENSING 

(a)  No person s h a l l  own, keep or  harbor any dog 

wi thin  the  County unless such dog i s  l icensed a s  here in  provided. 

Written app l ica t ion  f o r  such l i cense  s h a l l  be made t o  the  County Tax 

Col lec tor  o r  such agents of t he  Animal Control Authority a s  s h a l l  be 

designated by the  County Tax Collector  and s h a l l  s t a t e  the  name and 

address of the  owner and the  name, breed, co lor ,  age and sex of the  dog, 

a s  w e l l  a s  proof of innoculation agains t  rabies i f  the  animal 

i s  o ld  enough t o  receive  s a i d  shots .  The l i cense  f e e  s h a l l  be paid a t  

the  time of making appl ica t ion,  a numbered r ece ip t  given t o  t he  app l i -  

can t ,  and a numbered meta l l i c  tag  s h a l l  be issued t o  the  owner. 

(b) The year ly  l i cense  f ee  s h a l l  be $1.00 f o r  each dog 

over t he  age of s i x  months. 

(c)  Every person, group of persons, o r  corporat ion,  engaged i n  

t he  commercial business of buying, s e l l i n g ,  breeding, o r  boarding, and 

who owns, harbors,  o r  keeps, f i v e  o r  more dogs i n  a kennel, s h a l l  



. . 
, - . I . .  .' ' I. . - . .  ' , I  , ... 
' ?  '. , 

pay an annual l i c ense  f e e  of $50.00, provided, however, t h a t  any per- 

sons operat ing such kennel may e l e c t  t o  l i cense  individual  dogs a s  

provided i n  subsection (b) of Section 3 of t h i s  ordinance. 

(d) A l l  dog l icenses  and kennel l icenses  s h a l l  be issued 

f o r  one year beginning wi th  the  15thday of April Applications f o r  

l i censes  may be made p r i o r  t o  and f o r  45 days a f t e r  the  s t a r t  of the  

l i cens ing  year without penalty,  but when appl ica t ion  i s  made a f t e r  45 

days of the  l i cens ing  year  have elapsed, the  appl icant  s h a l l  be  assessed 

a penalty of 50 percent of the  l i cense  f e e  which amount s h a l l  be  added 

and co l lec ted  with the  regular  l i c ense  fee .  Provided, i f  t he  dog 

o r  kennel d id  not  become subject  t o  l i cens ing  u n t i l  a f t e r  t he  s t a r t  

of the  l i cens ing  year ,  then no penalty s h a l l  be assessed. 

( e )  In the  event t h a t  a me ta l l i c  l i cense  t a g  issued f o r  a dog 

s h a l l  be l o s t ,  the  owner may obta in  a dupl ica te  t ag  upon the  payment 

of $1.00. 

( f )  I f  t he re  i s  a change i n  ownership of a dog o r  kennel during 

the  l i cense  year ,  t henew owner may have the  current  l i cense  t rans-  

f e r r ed  t o  h i s  name upon the  payment of a t r a n s f e r  f e e  of $l.OO,to cover 
the  cos t  of t h e  dog tag .  

(g) No person s h a l l  use f o r  any dog a . l icense  r ece ip t ,  o r  l i cense  

t ag  issued f o r  another dog. 

Sect ion 4 .  TAG and COLLAR: 

(a)  Upon complying with the  provisions of Sect ion 3 of t h i s  

ordinance, the re  s h a l l  be issued t o  the  owner a numbered me ta l l i c  tag ,  

stamped with the  number, owner's name, address and phone number; and 

the  year  f o r  which issued. The shape o r  design of such tag  s h a l l  be 

changed from year t o  year.  

(b) Every owner i s  required t o  see  t h a t  the  t a g  i s  securely 

fastened t o  the  dog's chain, c o l l a r ,  o r  harness which must be worn by 

the  dog a t  a l l  times unless the  dog, accompanied by owner, i s  engaged 

i n  hunting o r  o ther  spor t  where a c o l l a r  might endanger t he  dog's sa fe ty .  



s e c t i o n  5. RESTRAINT: 

The owner s h a l l  keep h i s  dog under r e s t r a i n t  a t  a l l  t imes and 

s h a l l  n o t  permit such dog t o  be a t  l a r g e ,  o f f  t h e  premises o r  p roper ty  

of t h e  owner, un less  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of a competent person. However 

a hunt ing  dog s h a l l  n o t  be considered t o  b e  a t  l a r g e  when he i s  found t o  

be w i t h i n  an a r e a  des ignated  a s  a  hunt ing  area .  

Sec t ion  6 .  IMPOUNDMENT: 

(a )  Unlicensed dog o r  dogs wi thout  t a g s  found running a t  l a r g e  s h a l l  

be t aken  up by t h e  Animal Warden o r  agents  of t h e  Animal Control  Authori ty  

and impounded i n  t h e  s h e l t e r  des ignated  a s  t h e  County Animal S h e l t e r ,  and 

t h e r e  confined i n  a  humane manner f o r  a  per iod  of n o t  l e s s  than  15 days, 

and may t h e r e a f t e r  be disposed of i n  a  humane manner i f  n o t  claimed by 

t h e i r  owners. Dogs n o t  claimed by t h e i r  owners b e f o r e  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of 

15 days s h a l l  become t h e  proper ty  of t h e  Animal Control  Author i ty  and may 

be disposed of a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  s a i d  a u t h o r i t y ,  except a s  he re in -  

a f t e r  provided i n  t h e  cases  of  c e r t a i n  dogs and c a t s .  A l l  l i c e n s e d  dogs 

wi th  t a g s  s h a l l  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  owners where p o s s i b l e  and a l l  owners 

s h a l l  be r e tu rned  t o  t h e i r  owners where p o s s i b l e  and a l l  owners s h a l l  be 

c a l l e d  by te lephone i f  t h e  phone number i s  on t h e  t a g . o r  contac ted  by 

mail .  

(b) The Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  may t r a n s f e r  t i t l e  

of a l l  antrnals h e l d  by i t  a t  i t s  animal s h e l t e r  t o  t h e  Humane Socie ty  

a f t e r  t h e  l e g a l  d e t e n t i o n  p e r i o d  has exp i red  and t h e  animal has  n o t  been 

claimed by i t s  owner. 

(c) When dogs a r e  found r u n n i n g  a t  l a r g e  f o r  t h e r e  consecut ive times 

over a  pe r iod  of one y e a r  and t h e i r  ownership i s  known t o  t h e  Animal 

Warden o r  agents  of t h e  Animal Control  Author i ty ,  such dogs need no t  be 

impounded, b u t  t h e  agent  may, a t  h i s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  c i t e  t h e  otvners of such 

dogs t o  appear i n  Court t o  answer t o  charges of v i o l a t i o n  of c h i s  

ordinance.  

(d) I m ~ e d i a t e l y  upon impounding dogs, or  o the r  animal-s, t h e  

Animal Warden o r  agents  of t h e  Animal Control Authori ty  s h a l l  make every 



p o s s i b l e  e f f o r t  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  owners of  such dogs, o r  o t h e r  animals I 

s o  impounded, and inform -such owners of  t h e  . c o n d i t i o n s  whereby they 

may r e g a i n  custody of such animals.  

( e )  Animals o t h e r  than dogs s h a l l  b e  impounded 

when found running a t  l a r g e  w i t h i n t h e c o u n t y l i m i t s  and disposed of  

i n  accordance wi th  law. 

Section 7 .  REDEMPTION O F  IMPOUNDED ANIMALS.  

( a )  T k  owner s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  resume possess ion  

of any impounded dog, except  a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  provided i n  t h e  cases  

of c e r t a i n  dogs, upon compliance w i t h  t h e  l i c e n s e  provis ions  i n  

Sec t ion  3 of t h i s  ordinance and t h e  payment of impoundment f e e s  s e t  

f o r t h  h e r e i n .  

(b)  Any o t h e r  animal impounded under t h e  provis ions  of 

t h i s  ordinance may be reclaimed by t h e  owner upon t h e  payment of 

impoundment f e e s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n .  

( c )  Any animal impoi~nded under t h e  p rov i s ions  of t h i s  

ordinance and n o t  reclaimed by i t s  owner w i t h i n  15 days, may be 

humanely destroyed by t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control Author i ty ,  

have i t s  t i t l e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Humane Socie ty  a s  provided f o r  i n  

Sec t ion  6 ( b ) ,  o r  p laced  i n  the custody of  some person deemed t o  be  

a  r e spons ib le  and s u i t a b l e  owner, who w i l l  ag ree  t o  comply wi th  t h e  

provis ions  of t h i s  ordinance and such o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  s h a l l  be 

f ixed  by t h e  County of Nassau o r  Animal Control  Author i ty .  Provided, 

i f  t h e  an?-ma1 i s  one a s  t o  which t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  r i g h t s  of th'e owner 

and t h e  person i n  possess ion  o r  custody a r e  determined by s t a t e  l a w ,  

such law s h a l l  be complied wi th .  

(d) The owner of an animal impounded and n o t  redeemed 

wi th in  t h e  requi red  hold ing  pe r iod ,  s h a l l  be r e spons ib le  f o r  l e g a l  

f ees  incurred  whether o r  n o t  claimed. 



Sect ion  8. IMPOUNDMENT FEES: 

Any animal impounded hereunder  may be  reclaimed a s  h e r e i n  

provided upon payment by t h e  owner t o  t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 

Contro l  Author i ty  of t h e  sum of  $5.00 f o r  each dog, and t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

sum of $2.00 f o r  each day such dog i s  k e p t  a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  

a  t h r e e  day per iod;  and $5.00 f o r  any o t h e r  animal,  and t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

sum of $2.00 f o r  each day such animal i s  kept after a three day p e r i o d .  

A l l  f e e s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n  s h a l l  be  c o l l e c t e d  by t h e  Animal Warden f o r  

t h e  County of Nassau o r  Animal Control  Author i ty .  

Sec t ion  9. CONFINEMENT OF CERTAIN DOGS AND OTHER ANIMALS: 

(a )  The owner s h a l l  c o n t a i n  w i t h i n  a b u i l d i n g  o r  secure  

enclosure ,  every f i e r c e ,  dangerous, o r  v i c i o u s  dog, and n o t  t a k e  

such dog out  of such b u i l d i n g ,  o r  secure  enclosure  un less  such dog 

i s  s e c u r e l y  muzzled. 

(b)  Every female dog i n  h e a t  s h a l l  be kep t  confined t o  

t h e  o ~ l ~ l i e r ' s  proper ty  o r  i n  a  v e t e r i n a r y  h o s p i t a l  o r  boarding kennel ,  

i n  such manner t h a t  such female dog cannot come i n  con tac t  wi th  another  

animal,  except f o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  breeding  purposes.  

( c )  Any animal descr ibed  i n  t h e  foregoing  sub-sec t ions  

of Sec t ion  9 of t h i s  ordinance,  found a t  l a r g e ,  s h a l l  be impounded by 

t h e  Anyma1 Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  and may not  be redeemed 

by owners, unl-css such redemptioiz be au thor ized  by any Court having 

j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

(d) When i n  t h e  jutlgmcnt of a  l.i.censc!d ve te r ina r j - an  and 

t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  o r  i t s  agen t s ,  an animal 

should be destroyed f o r  humane reasons ,  such animal may n o t  be redeemed. 



Sec t  ion  10. RABIES CONTROL : 

( a )  Every animal which b i t e s  a s h a l l  be  promptly 

r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty ,  and s h a l l  

thereupon be secure ly  quarant ined  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Animal 

Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  f o r  a  per iod  o f  15 days, and 

s h a l l  n o t  be r e l e a s e d  from such quaran t ine  except  by w r i t t e n  permis- 

s i o n  of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty .  A t  t h e  

d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty ,  such 

quaran t ine  may be  on t h e  premises of t h e  owner, a t  t h e  s h e l t e r  

des ignated  a s  t h e  County Animal S h e l t e r ,  o r  a t  t h e  owner's op t ion  

and expense i n  a v e t e r i n a r y  h o s p i t a l  of h i s  choice.  I n  t h e  case  

of s t r a y  animals ,  o r  i n  t h e  cases  of  animals 'whose ownership i s  not  

known, such quaran t ine  s h a l l  be a t  t h e  s h e l t e r  des ignated  a s  t h e  

County Animal S h e l t e r .  

(b)  Upon dcjl~and made by the Ani-ma1 Wartien o r  Animal 

Control  Aut:hority, t h e  owner s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  su r render  any animal 

which has b i t t e n  a  human, o r  which i s  suspected  a s  having been 

exposed t o  r a b i e s ,  f o r  supervised  quaran t ine  which expense s h a l l  be 

borne by t h e  owner, and nay be reclaimed by t h e  owner i f  adjuged 

f r e e  of  r a b i e s ,  upon payment of f e e s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  Sect ion  8 of t h i s  

ord inance ,  and upon compliance of l i c e n s i n g  p rov i s ions  s e t  f o r t h  i n  

Sec t ion  3 of t h i s  ordinance.  

( c )  When an animal under q l i a ra r~ t ine  has  been diagnosed 

a s  be ing  r a b i d ,  o r  suspected by a  l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n  as being 

r a b i d ,  and d i e s  whi l e  under such observat ion ,  t h e  An?-ma1 Warden o r  



Animal Control  ~ u t h o r c t y  s h a l l  immediately send t h e  head of 

such an imal - to  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  Heal th  Department f o r  p a t h o l o g i c a l  

examination, and s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  proper  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  of 

r e p o r t s  of human c o n t a c t s ,  and t h e  d iagnos is  made of t h e  suspected 

animal. 

( d )  When a l a b o r a t o r y  r e p o r t ,  e i t h e r  pre l iminary  o r  f i n a l ,  

g ives  a p o s i t i v e  d iagnos i s  of, r a b i e s ,  t h e  Heal th O f f i c e r  f o r  

t h e  County of Nassau o r  t h e  Animal Control  A u t h o r i t y .  may' .  d e c l a r e  

a c e r t a i n  a r e a  q u a r a n t i n e d . f . ~ r  a  pe r iod  of 30 days,  and upon t h e  

invoking of such quaran t ine ,  no animal s h a l l  be  pe rmi t t ed '  t o  be 

a t  l a r g e  except  on a l e a s h  and accompanied by a respons ib le  person 

during such pe r iod  of quarant ine .  During such quaran t ine  no animal 

may be taken o r  shipped from t h e  county without  w r i t t e n  permission 

of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty .  During t h i s  

quarant:i.iie per iod  ~ i n d  a s  lc~ilg nftf3i:w;ird a s  he decides i t  i s  nec- 

e s sa ry  Lo prevent  t h e  spread of r a b i e s ,  t h e  l o c a l  county h e a l t h  

o f f i c e r  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  a l l  dogs, 3 months of age and o l d e r ,  s h a l l  

be  vacc ina ted  a g a i n s t  r a b i e s  wi th  a canine r a b i e s  vacc ine  approved 

by t h e  Biologics  Contro l  Sec t ion  of t h e  U.  S .  Department of  A g r i -  

c u l t u r e .  The types of  approved canine anLirabies  vaccine t o  be  

used and t h e  ~recogni.zed dilration of imin~~ni ty  f o r  each s h a l l  be e s t a -  

b l i s h e d  by the  I.ocnl heal.th o f f i c e r .  A l l  vacc-i.n~~l:cd dogs s h a l l  be 

r e s t r i c t e d  ( l eash ing  o r  confinement on enclosed premises) f o r  30 

days a f t e r  vacc ina t ion .  During t h e  quarant ine  per iod;  t h e  l o c a l  
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h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  be empowered t o  provide f o r  a  program of  mass 

i m u n i z a t  ion  by t h e  es tabl i shment  of  temporary emergency canine 

r a b i e s  vacc ina t ion  c l i n i c s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  throughout t h e  

a r e a  of h e a l t h  j u r i s ' d i c t i o n .  
I 

N o  dog which has  been impounded by reason of '  i t s  owner, is  

allowed t o  be  adopted by t h e  ~ n i m a l  S h e l t e r  during t h e  p e r i o d  of . '  

r a b i e s  emergency quaran t ine ,  except  by s p e c i a l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of 

t h e  P u b l i c  Heal th O f f i c i a l  and t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control 

Authori ty .  

(e )  During such pe r iod  of r a b i e s  quaran t ine  a s  h e r e i n  

mentioned, every animal b i t t e n  by an animal adjudged t o  be  r a b i d ,  

s h a l l  be f o r t h w i t h  des t royed,  o r  a t  t h e  owner's expense and op t ion ,  

s h a l l  be t r e a t e d  f o r  r a b i e s  i n f e c t i o n  by a l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  o r  

h e l d  under 30 days quarant ine  by t h e  owner i n  t h e  same manner as 

o t h e r  animals a r e  quarant ined.  

( f )  In  t h e  event  t h e r e  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i v e  ' cases  of 

r a b i e s  occurr5ng during t e h  pe r iod  of t h e  quaran t ine ,  such per iod  

of quaran t ine  may be extended f o r  an a d d i t i o n a l  two months. 

(g) No person s h a l l  k i l l ,  o r  cause t o  be k i l l e d ,  any r a b i d  

animal;  any animal . suspected  of having been exposed t o  r a b i e s ,  or  

any animal b i t i n g  a  human, i n  an at tempt  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  purposes of 

t h i s  ordinance,  except as  h e r e i n  provided,  nor  remove same from t h e  

Cou~lty without  w r i t t e n  permission from t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 

Control.  

(h) The ca rcass  of  any dead animal exposed t o  rabi-es s h a l l  

upon demand be suryendered t o  t h e  Animal !?ardc.n, o r  A~lii-la1 Coi?trol 

Authori ty .  

(i) The Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Authori ty  s h a l l  

d i r e c t  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of any animal found t o  be  i n f e c t e d  wi th  r a b i e s .  

( j )  No person s h a l l  f a i l  o r  r e f u s e  t o  sur render  any 

animal f o r  quarant ine  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  as requ i red  he re in  when demand 



is made thereof  by t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal c o n t r o l  Authority.  
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Sect ion  11. REPORTS OF BITE CASE: 

It s h a l l  be t h e  duty of  every phys ic ian ,  o r  o t h e r  p r a c t i t i o n e r  

t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Authori ty  t h e  names . ' . 

and addresses  of persons t r e a t e d  f o r  b i t e s  i n f l i c t e d  by animals,  

t o g e t h e r  wi th  such o t h e r  information a s  w i l l  be  h e l p f u l  i n  r a b i e s  

c o n t r o l .  

Sec t ion  12, RESPONSIBILITIES OF VETERINARIANS: 

It s h a l l  be t h e  duty of  every l i c e n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n  t o  r e p o r t  

t o  t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  h i s  d iagnos is  of any 

animal observed by him a s  a r a b i e s  suspect .  

Sec t ion  13. EXEMPTIONS 

(a)  Hosp i t a l s ,  c l i n i c s ,  and o t h e r  premises opera ted  by 

l i c a n s e d  v e t e r i n a r i a n s  f o r  t h e  c a r e  and t rea tment  of animals a r e  

exempt from t h e  provis ions  o f  t h i s  ordinance,  except where such d u t i e s  

a r e  express ly  s t a t e d .  

(b) The l i c e n s i n g  and vacc ina t ion  requireliicnts of c h i s  

. ordinance s h a l l  n o t  apply t o  any dog belonging t o  a  nonres ident  of  

t h e  County and kept  w i t h i n  t h e  County f o r  n o t  longer  than 30 days,  

provided a l l  such dogs s h a l l  a t  a l l  t imes while  i n  t h e  County be kept  

w i t h i n  a b u i l d i n g ,  enc losure  o r  v e h i c l e ,  o r  be 'under  r e s t r a i n t  by t h e  

owner except  f o r  purposes of hunt ing  o r  s p o r t .  

Sec t ion  14. INVESTIGATION 

For t h e  purpose of d ischarging  t h e  d u t i e s  ri-lnposed by t h i s  

ordi-nance and t o  enforce  i t s  p r o v i s i o n s ,  any agent of t h e  Animal 

Iv'arden o r  Animal Control Author i ty  o r  any p o l i e  o f f i c e r ,  s h a l l  0btai.n 

a c o u r t  order  o r  owner's permission be fo re  e n t e r i n g  upon any premises 

upon which a dog i s  kept  o r  harbored and t o  demand t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  by 

t h e  owner of such dog of t h e  l i c e n s e  f o r  such dog. 



I n  communities where t h e r e  i s  no humane o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  
I 

enforce  t h e  s t a t e  a n t i - c r u e l t y  laws, i t  i s  f u r t h e r  provided t h a t  

any agent  of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty  may 
- .  

e n t e r  t h e  premises where any animal i s  kep t  i n  a  r e p o r t e d l y  c r u e l  

. . o r  inhumane manner and demand t o  examine such animal and t o  t ake  

possess ion  of such animal when,. i n  h i s  opinion,  it r e q u i r e s  humane 

t rea tment .  

Sec t ion  15. INTERFERENCE: 

No person s h a l l  i n t e r f e r e  wi th ,  h inder  o r  molest  any agent  

of t h e  Animal Control  Author i ty  i n  t h e  performance of any duty o f  

such agent ,  o r  seek t o  r e l e a s e  any animal i n  t h e  custody of  t h e  

Animal Warden o r  Animal Control  Author i ty ,  o r  i t s  agen t s ,  except  

a s  h e r e i n  provided. 

Sec t ion  16. RECORDS : 

(a)  It s h a l l  be t h e  duty of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 

Control  Author i ty  t o  keep, o r  cause t o  be k e p t ,  a c c u r a t e  and de- 

t a i l e d  records  of t h e  l i c e n s i n g ,  impoundment and d i s p o s i t i o n  of 

a l l  animals coming i n t o  i t s  custody. 

(b)  It s h a l l  be t h e  duty of t h e  Animal Warden o r  Animal 

Control  A u t h o r i t y - ' t o  keep, o r  cause t o  be k e p t ,  a c c u r a t e  and de- 

t a i l e d  records  of  a l l  b i t e  cases  r e p o r t e d  t o  i t ,  and i t s  i n v e s t i -  

g a t i o n  of same. 

( c )  I t  s h a l l  be  the duty of t h e  Aili-~nal Warden o r  Animal 

Control  Authori ty  t o  Itcep, o r  cause t o  be k e p t ,  accura te  and d e -  

t a i l e d  records of a11 mo~lies  belt-~nging t o  t h e  County of Nassau, 

which records s h a l l  be open t o  i n s p e c t i o n  a t  reasonable  t imes by 

such persons r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s i m i l a r  records  of rhe  County of Nas- 

sau and s h a l l  be a u d i t e d  by t h e  County of Nassau a n n u a l . 1 ~  i n  t h e  

same manner as o t h e r  County r ecords  are audi ted .  



Section 17.  PENALTY: 

Any person v i o l a t i n g  any provision of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  

be  deemed g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor of t h e  t h i r d  degree a s  provided 

by Chapter 775.081, F lor ida  S t a t u t e s ,  and upon ,conviction thereof 

s h a l l  be punished i n  accordance wi th  Chapter 775.082, F lor ida  Sta-  

t u t e s ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  punishment f o r ,  misdemeanors. . I f  such v i o l a t i o n  

be  continued, each day's v i o l a t i o n  s h a l l  be a separa te  offense.  

Sect ion 18. REPEALS: I 

The ordinances r e l a t i n g  t o  the  keeping, l i cens ing ,  r e s t r a i n -  I 
l 

ing  and quarantining of dogs, passed  and approved, December 9, 1974, l 
and any others  a r e  hereby repealed.  A l l  o ther  ordinances ' i n  con-' I 1 
f l i c t  herewith a r e  repealed t o  t he  ex ten t  of such c o n f l i c t .  

Sect ion 19. SEVERABILITY: 

I f  any p a r t  of t h i s  ordinance s h a l l  be held  void such p a r t  

s h a l l  be deemed severable ,  and the i n v a l i d i t y  thereof s h a l l  not  i 
a f f e c t  the  rcnv.ining p a r t s  of  t h i s  ordinance. 

PASSED and' APPROVED t h i s  10th day of December ,. 1974. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COi\lMISSIONERS 
OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA 

At t e s t :  

d~~gi* 
- 
D. 0 .  Oxley, E x  0ffYcio Cl-erk 


